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We Stand as a Team, United in Purpose!

Chum Sisters, welcome to a brand-new year and a brand-new 
decade!  Our path forward is clear, and the journey can be 
whatever you/we want.  The New Year is a time to re-set and 
re-new.  The path ahead affords us an opportunity to examine 
our past and develop a strategy that encompasses 
“excellence” in our commitment, our personal health and 
growth, our relationships, our communities, and, more 
importantly, Chums, Incorporated!   

The Executive Committee spent a significant amount of time in 
2018/2019 talking about “membership” growth and retention. 
We also talked about “leadership” and our role as it relates to 
these goals.  Leadership will be paramount in retaining our 
members and growing our chapters.  Leadership will be 
required from each of us, not just our elected members. 
Chum sisters, each of you will have to step up and support the 
strategy or help develop a strategy along with your vice 
president that is member-focused and member- friendly.  I 
refer you back to Chum Terrie Hylton’s presentation… use it 
(attached). 

As we navigate our way through this decade, let’s make it 
bigger and better than ever.  The catchphrase this year is 
“20/20 Vision”.   Why just this year?   Why not every year?  For 
fear of being trite, our vision and our strategy must be clear 
every year.  Our plans to support our strategy must be clear 
and doable.  Our plans must have the support of our Chum 
sisters to be successful.  Doing the same things we have always 
done will not bring about success nor growth, only the same 
old thing.  

Chum Sisters and Leaders, you all bring something unique to 
Chums, Incorporated.  Use your unique gifts to move Chums 
forward.  Use your unique gifts to change our trajectory.  Use 
your unique gifts to propel us on our journey.  The path is clear 
and open and ready for you to determine what we will 
experience along the way.  The destination will always be 
excellence, ever-elusive but just in front of us!   

And finally, Chum Sisters, I am reminded of our Founders, 
women of vision and determination.  Women who approached 
Chumdom with characteristics that match global attributes… 
Looked for ways to improve, Ventured out of their comfort 
zone, Listened more than talk, Searched for ways to innovate, 
grow and develop, Took a risk, and Learned and grew!  

Barbara J. Neville, Hampton NN (VA) Chapter 
National Vice President 

Greeting my Chums Sisters, 
As I embark on my final year as your National Member-at-
Large, I would like to reflect back over the past three years. It 
has been my pleasure working with, and getting to know the 
Executive Team, Board of Directors, Yellow Rose Council and 
the Emeritus and Associate members of Chums, Incorporated. 

As your National Member-at-Large Representative, sharing 
information regarding the passing and illnesses of Chums and 
their family members is one of my duties. To expedite this 
process in 2017, I developed a Condolence/ Illness form, which 
was shared at the 2017 Conclave with all Chapter Presidents 
via a thumb drive, and can now be accessed on our National 
Chums website. In January of 2018, I initiated another process 
to communicate information to our membership. The first 
monthly Birthday Announcement was emailed to Chapter 
Presidents to share with their members, recognizing their 
special day. The monthly Birthday Announcement is posted on 
the Chums website each month. 

Again I would like to thank all of the Chapter Presidents who 
supported this process by timely providing information 
regarding the birthday of their members. Lastly, thank you for 
the honor of serving and I look forward to another year of 
service, cooperation and success. We Stand as a Team, United 
in Purpose! 
In service,  
Viola Burton-Mitchell, Greater Lansing (MI)  
National Member-at-Large 

Happy New Year my Chum Sisters! 

I hope you had a wonderful Christmas and wishing you 
excellent health and prosperity in 2020.  Just a few reminders 
below: 

 Finance report was due by December 15, 2019

 Please submit your chapter’s budget to me by January
31, 2020

 please filed your 990 by February 15, 2020

 Chapters assessments are due by June 30, 2020

Chum Sisters –Let’s accomplish more in 2020 than in 2019! 
Take care and have a great year! 

Clementine Silver, Tri-City (NC) Chapter 
National Treasurer 

NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

NATIONAL TREASURER’S MESSAGE 

NATIONAL MEMBER-AT-LARGE MESSAGE 



Financially Speaking 
Now is a good time to start thinking about what your chapter 
is going to do in the next program year.  Consider your planned 
events or activities, scholarships or grants and fundraising. This 
will help you get a good idea of what resources you’ll need to 
carry out your plans. It will also help guide your chapter 
through developing a budget around your plans. 

A good place to start is the required national assessment 
expense.  This is in addition to your other expenses - the 
money you’ll spend. Then look at your revenue - the money 
you’ll take in.  Member dues are your first source of revenue; 
take into consideration the number of members you have, the 
number that may be leaving or going emeritus and the number 
of new members you plan to bring in.   

The National Assessment 
The National Assessment- required national dues and fees - is 
figured on Member Taxes - $50 per capita for each chapter 
member including emeritus and members on leave and 
Chapter Fees - Chapter Fee, National Projects Fund, Conclave 
Expenses, National Founders Scholarship Fee and Chapter 
Liability Tax – which are currently, $559.  The National 
Assessment Invoice you will receive reflects the number of 
members listed on your current chapter roster.  Update your 
chapter roster to make sure all members (current and new) are 
listed and their information is correct. 

Chapter presidents will be notified at least 30 days in advance 
(generally in April) that The National Assessment Invoice is 
coming.  In May, The chapter president and chapter treasurers 
will receive your National Assessment Invoice and current 
chapter roster via email.  Carefully review each to make sure 
the information is current and accurate.   Make corrections as 
need. The number of Chums on your chapter’s National 
Assessment Invoice should match your chapter roster.  Your 
national assessment payment and updated chapter roster are 
due to the National Financial Secretary by June 30. 
Marsha Ingersoll, Oklahoma City (OK) Chapter 
National Financial Secretary 

Programming is Important to Longevity 

While CHUMS, Incorporated may have started as a social club, 
the focus changed as the founding and chartering chapter 
members saw a need to create programs that would give the 
children in their community a voice.   We have worked 
tirelessly and accumulated 24,328 in volunteer hours this past 
year via programming.    There is no rest for the dedicated so I 
know that you have already begun implementing your service 
initiatives for the current programming year.   Chapters are 
doing great work and you are encouraged to document your 
activities.    Each of us is responsible for building curiosity and 
interest in the organization.  Take pictures and submit articles 
for the national website or your local news publications. 

National Project Chair’s Message Continued: 

It’s a way to attract those who have a desire to make a 
difference and looking for opportunities to support our local 
chapters.   If you are using Social Media to share information 
regarding your programs, please use the hash tags:  
#CHUMSINC #LISTENTOTHECHILDREN. 

National Foster Care Month is observed during the month of 
May.  CASA remains our National Project initiative.   Let us 
know what activities your chapter is working on to support the 
local Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) and Foster 
Care organization in your communities.    

Annual chapter Project Reports are due by June 30, 2020.   It is 
suggested that you track the number of people served, 
number of member volunteer hours and donations 
throughout the year so that you can complete and submit your 
report to the Project Committee by the requested deadline.    If 
you have questions regarding your programming, do not 
hesitate to reach out to the National Project Committee 
Members.  Programming is important to our longevity and we 
are there to support chapters in your community impact and 
outreach efforts.    

Yours in Chumdom, 
Susan Odom-Houze, Los Angles (CA) Chapter 
National Project Chair 

The National Chapter of Chums, Incorporated is pleased to 
announce the 2019 Founders’ National Scholarship winners. At 
the 59th Annual Conclave held October 17 -20 in Oklahoma 
City, three exemplary students were awarded scholarships.  
My Chum Sisters, your chapters are to be commended for the 
outstanding caliber of applicants, and the professionality of 
the applications submitted.  Thank you, it is a pleasure and 
honor to read each and every application.   

This Scholarship benefits students who are entering their first 
year of college.  Applications from local chapters are submitted 
to the National Chums, Incorporated Scholarship Committee 
for consideration. The candidates are rated based upon their 
scholarship, community service, leadership, and need. 
Scholarships are awarded at the National Conclave for the 
organization in October of each year.       

About the Scholarship Winners 
The three recipients of the 2019 Founders’ National 
Scholarship are leaders in their school, community and 
beyond.  The first-place scholarship of $3,000 was awarded to, 
Ellen Denning, nominated by the Tri-City (NC) Chapter of 
Chums, Incorporated, the second-place scholarship of $2,000 
was awarded to Widline Senatus, nominated by the Orlando 
Chapter, and a $500.00 book scholarship was awarded to 
David Taylor nominated by the Cincinnati (OH) Chapter.  

Regina Petteway, Raleigh (NC) Chapter 
National Founders' Scholarship Chair 

NATIONAL PROJECT CHAIR’S MESSAGE 

NATIONAL FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S MESSAGE 

NATIONAL FOUNDERS' SCHOLASHIP CHAIR’S MESSAGE 



BYE BYE OKLAHOMA, HELLO CINNCINATI! 

ATTENTION! Cincinnati Chums are ready to 
“LIGHT UP THEIR CITY” at Chums 60th Conclave! 

WHEN: October 15-18, 2020 
WHERE:  Hilton Netherland Plaza 

Downtown Cincinnati ▪ 35 West Fifth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 ▪ 513-421-9100 

Join us and learn about our rich history, our local 
Cuisine, and Fun Things to do in Our Great City! 

Registration is Opening Soon! 

SEE YOU THERE 
CINNCINATI CHUMS! 

Happy New Year Chum Sisters.  As we begin a new year, I wish 
you and your family all the best in 2020 - full of great health 
and success in whatever you pursue. 

Bringing in the New Year was a cause for celebration, for 
spending time with friends and family, and for looking back. A 
lot can happen in a year, and between the good, the bad, and 
the ugly, this may seem like an understatement for most.  

As glasses were raised and fireworks exploded into the sky, it 
was important to recognize the special symbolism this holiday 
brings with it — a time of new beginnings and fresh starts. 
Whether your resolutions consist of - keeping your hands out 
of the cookie jar or giving your heartfelt word to work on 
relationships, it can take work.  And yes, it will make all the 
difference to put your resolutions into action. 

Thank you for your friendship, support, and all of the fantastic 
things you do for Chums, Incorporated - transforming 
communities and fulfilling our purpose.   

We have a wonderful group of hardworking, dedicated Chums, 
and it is an honor to lead such an exceptional organization. 

Yours in Love and Friendship, 
Elizabeth S. Saunders – Orlando (FL) Chapter 
National President 

Remember to submit pictures, fliers, invitations, etc. for our 
website.  We want to know the wonderful things happening in 
your Chapter.   

Remember to use the Website Request Form. (Attached) 
The form should be submitted to Chum JoAnn Wallace, 
National Historian/Journalist Cleveland (OH) Chapter, 
joannrj2000@aol.com 

Sharletta McKinney, Atlanta (GA) Chapter 
National Technology Chair 

A Reminder if you had changes to your Chapter Roster please 
email to the National President and National Financial 
Secretary. Do not change the format of the Roster.  The format 
is set-up for easy input and deletion of information/changes. 
CHAPTER ROSTERS will post on our Website by February. 

CHUMS, INCORPORATED 
www.chums-inc.org 

Elizabeth Saunders, National President 
mescfass@aol.com  407-353-3256 

Barbara J. Neville, National Vice President 
bdixon6@cox.net 757-268-8585 

Marsha Ingersoll, National Financial Secretary 
mingersolll@cox.net 405-919-7232 

Clementine Silver, National Treasurer 
clementinesilver07@gmail.com 252-314-6469 

Marian P. Coles, National Recording Secretary 
mariancoles@aol.com (407) 466-5602 

Lynn A. Rosario, National Corresponding Secretary 
myrosario2@gmail.com 508-816-3484 

Viola Burton Mitchell, National Member-at-Large 
violajim2@aol.com    517-579-5128 (h) / 517-281-4750 (c) 

Meryl S. McNeal, National Public Relations Officer 
mmcneal@msm.edu 678-691-4131 

JoAnn Wallace, National Historian-Journalist 
joannrj2000@aol.com H216-481-3022/C216-407-7017 

Ruth Carter, National Sergeant-at-Arms 
carter366@comcast.net 973-674-7543 

Mattie Peterson Compton, National Parliamentarian 
mattiecompton@sbcglobal.net 817-726-9042 

Patricia Ravenell, National Registered Agent 
vze4ggk8@verizon.net 757-424-3011 

Betty Walker, National General Counsel 
bbwalker@bellsouth.net 404-763-3600 

ATTACHMENTS:   
Website Request Form 
Chum Viability and Growth 

CHUM NEWS  
A newsletter brought to you by: 
Elizabeth Saunders, National President 

NATIONAL WEBSITE 

NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

CHUMS 60TH NATIONAL CONCLAVE CHAPTER ROSTERS 
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